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Regional integration was identified many years ago as critical to Africa's quest to 
overcome its colonially induced underdevelopment. The idea of integrating the 
balkanized countries and economies inherited from colonialism into larger regional 
entities dates back to the pioneers of Pan-Africanism. Many of the founding leaders 
of independent Africa saw regionalism as a central component of strategies to break 
from their countries' structural dependence on the production and export of primary 
commodities used in industrial processes elsewhere. Efforts to promote regional 
integration, and construct the AfCFTA in particular, are now taking place in the 
context of important changes in the global order that are set to add new challenges. 
A key question that arises in this regard is, will Africa be able to emerge as a 
producer and exporter of low-carbon, value-added products, or will it be left in the 
position, once again, of being a mere supplier of raw materials and a consumer of 
so-called green products, technologies, and 'solutions' developed elsewhere? What 
is certain is that a positive answer to this question is not inevitable. In fact, the 
'default' scenario of what happens if nothing changes is probably negative. 
 
         The chapters in this edited 500-page plus volume, authored by researchers 
from across the continent, are a valuable resource for policymakers, analysts, and 
scholars grappling with these issues. Individually and collectively, they offer a deep 
dive into pertinent conceptual and theoretical issues and provide case studies of 
several of the RECs, as well as the processes involved in constructing the AfCFTA. 
This is an important and timely contribution towards a better understanding of the 
matters of vital importance to Africa's development. This volume strives to tackle 
the question of regional integration in a systematic manner. The first section deals 
with the theoretical and conceptual underpinnings of regional integration. In Chapter 
1, it traces the conceptual evolution of regionalism that has been at the center of 
regional integration programs in Africa from the 1960s through the 1990s. It calls 
for a revision of the conceptual frameworks that have hitherto underpinned 
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regionalism. It examines the ideological roots of regional integration in Pan-
Africanism in Chapter 2 and details how ideology has been central to the regionalism 
processes in Africa. In Chapter 3, the volume explains how an African lingua franca 
such as Swahili can be a catalyst for regional integration on the continent.  
 
          Part 2 examines Africa's regional economic communities as instruments of 
regional integration. In Chapter 4, the book dwells on the progress of regional 
integration in southern Africa through an analysis of the performance of the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC), which is the major REC in the region. 
While the chapter acknowledges the progress that has been made in the political and 
security realms, it laments the lack of implementation of the SADC protocols and 
initiatives by member states, which have undermined integration in the region. 
Chapter 5 takes stock of how the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS) has fared in terms of promoting integration in West Africa. While 
ECOWAS has been effective in conflict resolution – insisting on good governance 
principles and facilitating the free movement of people in the region – this REC has 
met with limited success in boosting intraregional trade, ensuring macroeconomic 
convergence, and mending the Francophone–Anglophone divide. Chapter 6 takes us 
through the history and evolution of the EAC and, despite some failures, a shared 
history, language, and culture can create a strong foundation for regional integration 
in East Africa.  

In Chapter 7, the volume evaluates the performance of the Intergovernmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD) in the Horn of Africa, which comprises Ethiopia, 
Djibouti, Eritrea, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Kenya, and Uganda. The IGAD 
succeeded the Intergovernmental Authority on Drought and Development in 1996. 
The book focuses on the Central African Economic and Monetary Union (CEMAC) 
in Chapter 8. Chapter 9 is the first chapter in Part 3 on continental governance 
mechanisms. Here, the volume assesses the potential of the Pan-African Parliament 
(PAP) to play the role of a catalyst in regional integration. However, the volume 
notes that the PAP's limited powers have rendered it ineffective in performing its 
mandate of promoting democracy, peace, and security. Chapter 10 is an appraisal of 
the AU's Peace and Security Council's (PSC's) performance since its inception in 
2003. The authors acknowledge the importance of the PSC in facilitating regional 
integration on the continent. However, they contend that the institution's impressive 
performance in its earlier years has since been undermined by incompetence, 
structural shortcomings, and a chronic lack of resources. 

 
         In Chapter 11, analyze the Africa Centre for Disease Control and Prevention 
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(Africa CDC), which has come to prominence since the advent of the COVID-19 
pandemic. This chapter identifies various issues that will have to be addressed in the 
next five years to enhance the effectiveness of the Africa CDC. The volume tackles 
the important topic of the free movement of persons and African integration in 
Chapter 12. While highlighting the obvious benefits of the free movement of people, 
the chapter laments that not much progress has been made towards realizing open 
borders in the continent. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is the 
subject of Part 4. Chapter 13 brings in the patterns and dynamics of intraregional 
trade in Africa, tracing the geography and product composition of this trade. In so 
doing, the volume not only reveals the extent to which the continent has achieved 
regional integration but also spotlights opportunities for growing the trade volume. 
Chapters 14 and 15 address various aspects of the AfCFTA, namely the 
institutionalization of the new free trade area and its Protocol on Trade in Goods, 
respectively. Infrastructural integration is examined in Part 5. Chapter 16 examines 
regional electricity infrastructure, while Chapter 17 looks at transport infrastructure. 
Chapter 18 deals with digital infrastructure and examines the potential for a Blue 
Economy in Africa in Chapter 19. Regional integration and intra-African trade 
cannot grow without cross-border infrastructure connecting African countries.  

In Part 6, chapters 20 and 21 explore the roles of the media and external 
actors in regional integration in Africa, respectively. Challenges to regional 
integration. However, as the contributions in this book have shown, regional 
integration has faced daunting challenges, which have undermined its progress in 
Africa. They note that Africa's vast geography is one of the basic hindrances to 
regional integration because of the considerable distances between markets and the 
lack of infrastructure to connect them. Furthermore, the overlapping membership 
of different regional organizations is an impediment to regional integration. 
The failure of nation-building in many African states, which are plagued  by 
ethnicism and other internal hostilities, has also contributed to the failure of 
regional integration.  

Notwithstanding the false starts over the last 60 years, regional integration remains 
firmly on the agenda of the African Union, as expressed in Agenda 2063. No single 
country can fight climate change and environmental deterioration, contain 
pandemics of highly contagious diseases, suppress transnational terrorist networks, 
or produce everything its people need on a competitive and sufficient scale. 
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